The spending plan will cut_* |

T Your turn: What's your solution

an estimated 2,400

children off state
subsidized care, give cities
and towns no additional
education aid and createa.
host of small {axes..

BY STEVE PEOBLES
JOURNAL STATE HOUSE BUREAU

PROVIDENCE - The fiscal ‘
" Assembly for putting “the burden

2008 state budget became law
yesterday.

In the span of five hours, Gov-
ernor Carcieri vetced the budget
the General Assembly overturn-
ed the veto, and the lawmakers,

lobbyists, and legislative staff of -

Smith Hill waged intense closed-
- horde gathered in the ornate

door negotiations as major provi-

sions related to the state’s $6.99-

billion spending plan are expect-

edto change before the Assembly ™
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to the state’s budget crunch? To
respond, go to Wwww.projo.com

“leaves for the year, .whjeh may
" happen today.

During his early afternoon ve-
to ceremony, Carcieri bldsted the
budget approved by the General

of the state’s fiscal crisis squarely
on the bdcks of Rhode Island
families.”

Knowing he was facing a likely
veto override by the Democrat-

‘dominated legislature, ‘the ' Re-

publican governor told the media -

State Room that the veto ceremo-
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ny was not for show. :

“1 don’t believe it’s theater. I
don’t believe for a moment that -
it's -futile,” Carcieri said of his
third veto in five years, the first .
since 2004. “If T believe this is a
bad budget, I'm going to veto it.
I'm going to say why. And 1 want,
the public and all our mﬁzens to
know.” :

Both chambers of the General
Assembly had overturned the ve-
to with a three-fifths vote less
than five hours Jater. .= - :

The spending plan that. takes
effect in- 10- days will knock an "

estimated 2,400 children off stat_e
subsidized childcare. It gives ci- |
i duca- |
ties and fowns no more educa: 3 Shotﬁder at the State House iy
And it creates & host of small tax-
es and fees that will affect bar-.. |
bers, veterinarians, poor and dis- |

tion aid than they got this year.

abled  prescription-drug  users,

and just about every car owner in -

Rhode Island.

The override vote fell lazgely B
along party lines, though two |

House Democrats voted against

it: Rene Menard, D-Lincoln, and :
Steven F.:Smith;. D -Providence,’ R
the president of the Providence

Teachers Union,.

. “This budget was an achieve-
ment; but not a triuriph,” said
House Finance Committee Ste-
ven M, Costantino, one of the
-budget’s principal . architects,
who characterized the spending
plan as painful, but responsible
given the need to close a budget
deficit close to $300 million,
Meanwhile, on the same day
the budget was finalized, legisla-

“tive leaders continued to push &

separate’ “municipal’ aid  pack-
age” that would allow cities and

towns to raise more than $37 mil-

Lion in new taxes and fees, signif-
icantly more than the $19 million
in educdtion aid that the Assemb-
ly stripped from the governor’s
budget proposal. The package

includes atax for cable and satel- -

lite telewsmn clistomers, a tax: on.

water rates, and a tax mcrease on '

:real estate sales i

~The “full: House and Senate

may vote on the proposals today,
though the cable tax bill was not
voted on by the House Finance
Comnnttee fast night,

- ‘Senate Finance Comrmttee
Chairman ‘Stephen D. Alves, D-

West Warwick, said that ieglsla- )
tlve leaders had been consider- °
ing'the tax. bﬂIs for “the pastcou-

ple months.”

“ “Frankly, we were just gomg

back.and forth, back and forth,
Wthh ones we would do, which

we wouldn't,” Alves said, “We

wanted, quite frankly, to see
some cities and towns come for-
ward and say they support the
legislation. It. wasn’t up until a
couple days ago where. all the

rest of the chief executives of ci-~

ties and towns came forward.”.

Eleven mayors. and -town ad-:

ministrators ‘stood- shoulder to
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1o mstltute 2 35 percent tax onf'_- “be tried'as aduits and sent to the
cable and satellite television ser- . :Adult Correctional Institutions if
vice: (the tax would not apply to: “'sentenced to jail time The move
Internet and - digital - telephone - ' may save as much as $3.6 million
services)- would appiy to allusers-,- ‘because ‘the cost’ of housing in-
across the state.” : mates at the ACI is cons1derab1y

P é Z ‘The tax: Would cost an '_-cheaper than ‘the Rhocle, Island -
_uonai $1.75 fora customer with hool. :

: Opponents stageti a. ra]ly on

, $50 monthly cable bill. ‘And it =
0 F Z, -would provide hundreds of thou- the State House front. steps yes-
sands of dollars to- mummpalmes--- erday afternoon ‘urging law-
each quarter after being’ distrib- . ‘makers to. pass a; hill: reversmg
uted: based ion: populatlon pro--f” the ‘measure. Among
portlon SR "7“:_9-year-old.C01e Burgess,

Another_-proposai would gen- . wick, who held a sign: that read
erate an estimated $8.5. million " “You want me to go to jail at 172
by raising municipal water rates’ . Do'you want me:to vote L ;
by 8 percent. And another water- . “ost:
related bill would save $5 million  knowled
by - prohibiting " mumcxpal water " contim
providers - from .-
charging .~ “rental -
fees . for ‘fire” hy-
drants - to cities
and towns Asep—'_-._ LOCIG 40T
arate™ real “estate . i V. And’
ool tax.;' =pubhc and. all our
citizens to know i

- ‘Governor Carcieri aid yester-' wola
. “day he would veto the bills 1f ap- i
_; 5 proved by the Assembly
o S you® 5N
e _--on cable, taxes om’ peopie on-: Cover.
their water and transfer taxes on _' o Iawmakers are facir
: o 2009 “deficit - '

tunda Wednesday.to ask leglsla- L ng Ionger':antssue

tors for help, _Th' ;

Providence, | East Greenméh e e
East _owdence -and West- War._  mumber of

: o _nd1ture Councﬂ. :
citizens. It’s already too: h1g i - :Carcieri, shortly afte : o_mg
-*[’I‘hetaxpackagezsnot' € on __:.the Assembiy’s budget -said:the -

conference from th' '
floor. baicony

It just’ bothers meto s . .he
whole 'set up.. They’re txymg to'_ -1me
find . an -easy way out,” he ‘said _:
yesterday. of his fellow legisla- =
tors.“T'm not gomg to vote forit. |

‘_wouid have to. Work together to |

-address the deficit. e

' "House  Speaker - Wﬂham J.
Murphy, meanwhile, had this to -

; bdi.lt a proposal to

don't think it’s going ¢ o' happen L low 3 state 5 v;deonslot par ors - say: “The governor’s ppolitics. of_
Rep. Edwin  R.. Pacheco, | . t0 St - polarization is not in the best in-
Burriltville would not say yester—'. ~terests of Rhode Islanders. T will

‘reach out to the ‘governor to dis-
-cuss the state of the state: ‘and to.”
- encourage a bipartisan effort to
move Rhode Island forward 2

day. how:he would: vote; but:
the’ dzspute between urban'an_

caused Hbuse leaders: to: Tvmh
draw the tax package. from bud-:
get dzscussmns last week -
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